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(c) Noise and vibration, including that 
associated with the additional construction plant 
and activities within the main development site 
and additional activities within the marine area 
and having regard to any additional impacts 
upon relevant internationally and nationally 
designated sites. 

 

 

No Environment Agency comments 

We defer to Natural England as lead body for HRA advice for DCO’s. 

(d) Air quality, including those associated with 
the introduction of additional on-site diesel 
generators within the main development site 
and any additional impacts upon relevant 
internationally and nationally designated sites. 

 

We have no further comments to make, but wish to highlight many of the environmental impacts 
will be considered and controlled/monitored by permits, to be submitted to the Environment 
Agency under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016.  These 
permits have not yet been submitted. 
 

Within the hearing the Examining Authority (ExA) noted that at Deadline 8, the Environment 
Agency stated [REP8-158] that for the purposes of permitting, the proposals could be regarded 
as a either a medium combustion plant or an Industrial Emissions Directive installation.  The ExA 
asked whether there is a difference between these permitting scenarios. 

There is currently uncertainty as to how the proposals would be permitted, however as a 
medium combustion plant the determination would predominately consider impacts from air 
emissions, whereas an industrial emissions directive determination would consider wider direct 
and indirect impacts. 

 

(e) Coastal Geomorphology, including any 
effects arising from the introduction of new 
infrastructure and construction activities within 
the marine environment, with particular regard 
to the effect of intake and outfall headworks on 
coastal processes and any additional impacts 
upon relevant internationally and nationally 
designated sites. 

We defer to Natural England as lead body for HRA advice for DCO’s. 

We have reviewed the information available concerning the proposed design of the desalination 
plant and are satisfied that any impacts to geomorphology and coastal processes will be highly 
localised and unlikely to affect any risk receptors. Our efforts are focussed instead on examining 
the potential impacts associated with the larger coastal elements of Sizewell C, in particular the 
sea defences. 
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We defer to Natural England as lead body for HRA advice for DCO’s. 

 

(f) Landscape and visual implications, including 
the impact of equipment associated with the 
temporary desalination plant, with particular 
regard to any additional landscape impacts on 
the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) associated 
with the construction and siting of a 
containerised desalination module. 

 

 

No Environment Agency comments 

We defer to Natural England as lead body for HRA advice for DCO’s. 

(g) Marine historic environment implications, 
including the impact of horizontal directional 
drilling and dredging with particular regard to 
buried archaeological remains. 

 

 

No Environment Agency comments 

We defer to Natural England as lead body for HRA advice for DCO’s. 

(h) Marine water quality, sediments, and 
ecology, including the Water Framework 
Directive and any effects arising from the 
introduction of new infrastructure and 
construction activities within the marine 
environment, and impacts of use, abstraction, 
discharge and hypersaline water on relevant 
internationally and nationally designated sites. 

 

We defer to Natural England as lead body for HRA advice for DCO’s. 

We have no further comments to make, but wish to highlight many of the environmental impacts 
will be considered and controlled/monitored by permits, to be submitted to the Environment 
Agency under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016.  These 
permits have not yet been submitted. 
 

The interpretation and data we use in our own assessments may vary from that supplied in the 
applicant’s Environmental Statement. We will consider the discharge, alone and in combination 
(within project) and in combination with other plans or projects, for HRA purposes as well as 
Water Framework Directive Compliance assessments in the determination of those permit(s), 
when submitted. 

 








